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SUMMARY OF BILL:  Authorizes owners of motorcycles to mount motorcycle 
license plates vertically when the license plate mounting bracket is attached vertically to their 
motorcycle.  Requires such license plates be mounted with the top edge of the plate fastened 
along the right vertical edge of the mounting bracket.  
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Decrease State Revenue - $1,100 

 

 Decrease Local Revenue – Not Significant                 
  
 Assumptions: 

 

• The Department of Safety (DOS) indicated that vertical mounting is prohibited under 
current law and the Tennessee Highway Patrol will issue citations for such violations. 

• DOS estimates 100 citations per year statewide for motorcycle owners violating license 
plate posting requirements on their motorcycles.     

• DOS has indicated the average fine is approximately $15 per violation. 

• Twenty-five percent will not pay fines due to indigence. 

• Local government receives five percent of fine revenue as commission. 

• The decrease to state revenue is estimated to be $1,100 per year (100 x $15 x 75% x 
95% = $1,069). 

• The decrease to local government revenue is estimated to be not significant.   
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